The NGSS Science
and Engineering Practices
An “8 point booster shot” for Inquiry!
Presenter: Jo Ann Vasquez, PhD
Experience this interactive, hands-on workshop which will
help clarify and demonstrate the shift in thinking from
using a one catch-all word, “inquiry” to an understanding
of the practices and framework for our science instruction.
In science, the term “inquiry” has many interpretations. Yet
teachers of science all agree that inquiry is at the heart of
the discipline. Therefore, when the writers of the NGSS and
A Framework for K-12 Science Education (developed
by the National Research Council) decided not to use
the broad term “inquiry”, but instead chose to describe
inquiry as the Science and Engineering Practices. You will
experience the Integration of the NGSS Three Dimensions
and recognize how the Science and Engineering Practices
are the “glue” that hold these together. Inquiry teaching has
now received a full set of coordinated practices to make it
easier to understand. It got an 8-point booster shot!
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